
Southeast District @ Annual Conference 

 

    Another Annual Conference of United Methodists in Missouri is “in the 

books”. Once again, we met together as lay and clergy leaders for a time 

of holy conferencing, shared worship, and practical training. I have to 

admit that I came home physically spent. However, I also returned to 

Southeast Missouri spiritually refreshed and re-fueled, ready to refocus on 

offering faithful and fruitful ministry in Christ’s name.  

    Speaking of Southeast Missouri, the Southeast District was well 

represented at the 2015 Annual Conference. Here are a few highlights for 

us to celebrate:  

 Both the lay and clergy recipients of the Harry Denman award were 

from our district. Barry Winders, pastor of Dexter UMC was 

honored with the clergy award. Linda Tenkhoff and Adam 

Newman of the La Croix, Benton campus were honored with the lay 

award. Congratulations to each of them on the recognition of their 

fine work and witness. 

 Jill Wondel, wife of Mike Wondel (new Lead Pastor of Sikeston: 

FUMC) was elected to serve as a lay delegate to the next General 

Conference…a huge honor.  

 Roy Sherfield, pastor of Essex and Parma UMCs was recognized for 

completing his Course of Study requirements for local pastors. This is 

a big accomplishment and represents years of intentional and faithful 

work.  

 The Sunday morning worship service at the Juanita Hammons Hall 

featured the worship team of Trinity UMC: Bloomfield, with 

their pastor, Alice Fowler, preaching the morning message. David 

Fowler, pastor of Bernie and Sadler Chapel UMCs, also offered his 

considerable musical gifts to God, playing in the worship band and 

leading in music during the communion service. The music and the 

preaching were superb, highlighting the gifted leadership (lay and 

clergy) of several of our vibrant small-medium membership churches! 

 I particularly enjoyed and appreciated the Mozambique video that 

was produced by the La Croix UMC media team, and the video 



from First UMC: Sikeston, highlighting the work of the ecumenical 

Feed My Starving Children event hosted in Sikeston. 

 The Southeast District was also recognized for the second highest 

Conference Apportionment payout for 2014, just slightly behind 

the Mid-State District total. This obviously reflects the good and 

faithful work done by congregations from across our area here in 

Southeast Missouri.  

    So, I return home from Annual Conference with a deep sense of 

gratitude, thankful for the privilege of serving among fine folks like you. I 

also return home with a deep sense of hopefulness, looking forward to 

another year of ministry together.  

 

With You in Christ’s Service,  

Fred  
 


